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; , Concerning Miracles. | | 10 | 
| | | | 1 | 
E 5 "7 
| >." (+M R, 43 | 
HR HE Tinportance of this Subject (as it nearly (44 
P relates to Religion, the great Bu neſs: of our 1 ; 
Lives) makes me wiſh that all ferions Perſons 
| | could agree in their Thoughts and Notions a- 1 
5 a bout it: Or, if this is not to be hop'd for, at leait that 8 
1 they would be carcful, while: they eſtabliſh their own ft 
|; Scheme, not to condemn all others who differ from them, 1 
| as advancing Schemes wtrerly inconſiſtent with the mainte- . | 
| nance of Chriftianity. This is not of the beſt conſequence, — mn 
| when the Caſe is not very apparent, and we ſhould rather "8 & 
be willing to ſhow that the ſame Satisfaction may poſ- 4 
L DR ſibly be obtain'd in a Method different from our own: 6 
f tho we do not our ſelves follow it. The Proofs Lou \F | 
\. have for theſe many years given the World of a ſound 1 
0 | Judgment, anda. hearty Delign of P true and: t 
Ky ſerious Religion, forbid me to think you would have = 
done this, if the Matter had not ſeem'd evident be- 1 
| | - yond contradiction to you. And that Sweetneſs of Tem- =. | 
| per, and ſincere Love of Truth that are remarkable in 1 
2 your laſt performance, leave me no room to doubt but * 
e that you will, with all the readineſs in the World, par- 9 | 
1 8 | | 1 don 14 
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(2) 
don me, if I interrupt you a little; and endeavour, in „ 
the beſt way I can, to repreſent the Matter fo to you, as | | 
to oblige you to return to your Enquiries into this Sub- 
jet, and examine once more, whether you, ought to | 
reject all Schemes contrary to your own, as you do. 957 
This I ſhould be induc'd to do for my own private Sa- | 
tisſaction: But the reaſon why I do it in this manner is, * 
becauſe very many, I believe, have been, and are daily, vi 
taught to embrace the Netions you condemn; and, you 
know, it is fit, if they can be defended, ſomething ſhould r 
be ſaid for the ſatisfaction of ſuch Perſons ; or, if they | 
cannot, it ſhould be demonſtrated with ſo great Evidence | 
before their Eyes, that their Judgments may not be left 
in ſuſpence, or undetermin'd in fo concerning a Matter; | 
|... which I do not think it is yet. : 5 | 

The two principal Things in which I find my ſelf ob- ul 
liged to differ from you, and which are the Foundari 
of all our other Differences, are theſe, - 


I. That none but God can work a True Miracle. 
II. That it cannot be ſuppos'd that a True Miracle, or 
2 Work which we cannot diſtinguiſh from a Trae Mira- 
cle, has been, or may be, ever wrought in oppoſition to 
any Doctrine or Pretence eſtabliſh'd, or to be eftabliſh'd | 
upon True Miracles, And you often declare, and inſi- | 
nuate, that the Argument for Religion taken from Mira- y 
cles can be defended on no other Foundation. I ſhall beg Y 0 
lea ve therefore, ho F 


I. To repreſent a Scheme to youcontrary to your own ; 
not according to my own Sentiments only, but, as I have 
1 reaſon to think, according to thoſe of ſeveral learned and ir 9 
judicious Perſons ; And, X Ws) 9 
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II. To ſhow that this Scheme may be maintain'd witli- 
out the leaſt prejudice to Truth or Religion, After which, 
Fhope you will pardon me, if I endeavour to make it. 


appear, 


* 


jecting all other Schemes, and advancing your own, are 
not ſufficient. | 


III. That the Reaſons you have already given for re- D 


But, before I begin, it is neceſſary ſor me to præ- 


miſe, that I mean by Miracles, the ſame Works, or 
Works of the ſame Nature, with thoſe done by Meſes 
and Chriſt, which the Scripture and we call A iracles. 
This is no falſe Step in the Diſpute berween us, becauſe 
we beth acknowledge /eſe to be the Standard of true 
Miracles: And this is better, than to lay down any other 


definition, Which we are never likely to agree in. Ha- 
ving ſaid thus much, I proceed to what I pro- 


pos d. 


And here, I believe, I need not obſerve, that God, 


the Fountain of all Being, can Communicate Power and 
Kyowledge in what degrees He plexfes,. at the fame time 


that He communicates Being; that He has done this, 


in ſeveral and different degrees', to thoſe innumera- 


ble Orders of created Beings, that gradually deſcend from 
Perfection to the laſt degree of Imperfettion ; that, as 


we have infinite Orders of Creatures below us in Pomer, 
{a we have numberleſs Orders of more powerful and kyows 


ing "Creatures above us. Now, as Reaſoz teaches us 
this, fo Revelatios aſſures us, that one Order of theſe: 
Creatures above us, I mean the Angels, (cel in Streneth,,.. 


— * 
— — — — 2 ow * * 
7 1 


— 
RR % 
— — 
. — — — 
— — — 
24. „ 
* 
* — - 


3 — — 
— 2 
— 


Fl , 
w 


: 
: 
T 
1 
(h 
g 


r 2 2 ere 


ee r - oro whe - » _— »% % 
1 - " 


” 7 


or Power ,, and Kyowledes, i. e. that they are won- 


derfully Powerful above as, who are made lower than the 


Angels. That theſe Spirits were endow'id with this 
Power ſo much above ours) at their Creation, we have no 
reaſon to doubt; and we are ſure they were made thus, 
in order to be the Miniſters of God's Will, to be his Af 

ſengers to Mankind, and perform his Commands, in and 
about this Earth which we inhabit ; which ſuppoſes a 
Kowledae in them of the Nature of Man, and that part of 
the Creation eſpecially Man is confin'd to. We are afſur'd, 
that part of theſe Glorious Creatures had ſuch an Opinion 


of. their .own Power and Kponlegge, that they thought 
themſelves-a Match for God himſe 


Iabitation, to dwell nearer Mankind. And ſince that, 


they are the Powers of the Air, under a Chief Comman- 


der, Who is the Prince of the Powers of the Air. That 
_ theſe Spirits had an inherent or innate Power before their 


Fall of doing ſome Works, which you your ſelf acknow- 
ledge. to be truly Miracles, to me is paſt doubt: And 


Pm ſure I may fay, no one can prove that their zzberent 


Pimer, or Rnonledge is diminiſſd ſince their Fall. [Why . 
I'think the Rea/ors that incline 20k to think otherwiſe in- 


ſufficient, you will fee by and by: At preſent I am only 


to repreſent this Scheme to you, and to ſhew there is no- 
thing in it to the N. er, of Religion.] And for ought I. 
cannot help agreeing with me in this. 
You acknowledge a Man's walking upon the Water to 
be truly a Miracle, and a conſiderable one, more than once. 
This muſt be done, or, at leaſt, it may be done, by means 
ol ſome Powerful Being, ſupporting his Body fo that it 
{hallnot fink... I fay a leſs Power than perfect Pumer can 
do this, and you your ſelf morethan grant me the Point; 
far, you grant an Auge or Spirit can do what, is is evi- 
2 | dent 


ſee, you your ſel 


| , Exalted 'themfelves 
againſt Hum, and ſo were caſt dowa from their Glorious 
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1 ) 1 

dent, requires a greater Power than this: For p. 1 90. of 

your Eſſay,you, in effect, acknowledge the natural Power: of 

Angels ſach as ſuffice to bear up a Boch, and carry itthrough 

the Air, which (if we ſpeak nicely) requires greater 

Power than to 1 . * a Body from ſinking into the Water, 
1 


becauſe Water r more than Air. Nay,p. 188. you ac- 
knowledge you know not but that Spirits may have Force 
and Power enough to bear up a huge Mountain much hea- 
vier than the Body of a Man) in the Air. And, I ſay, if you 
acknowledge the can do theſe, you muſt oy they can 
ſupport a Humane Body, fo as that it ſhall not fink into 
the Mater, and conſequently can work a Miracle; except 

ou are reſfelv'd to maintain, that the fame Work, per- 

orm'd by the aſſiſtance of an Augel or Spirit, is not a Mi- 
racle, which, perſorm'd immediately by God, is: which I 
cannot think you mean. If you do, you are obliged to 
prove, that there is a manifeſt difference [with reſpect to 
the SpeQators) between this Work, when done by the 
aſſiſtance of a Spirit, and the ſame Work, when done by 
the aſhſtance of God. But, to return, what I would have 
granted is, that a Spirit may have an inherent, natura! 
Power of doing Works of the ſame nature with thoſe, 
your ſelf, as well as. I, account Miraculous; the ſame 


Morte, you acknowledge Miracles, when done by God him- 


ſelf; and I think you are of my ſide in this. To proceed 


thereſore, If theſe Spirits may have this inherent Power, 
ve may caſily know to what purpoſes that part of them 


that have rebelled againſt God, and have their Habita- 
tion in theſe lower Regions, will make uſe of it. They 


are full of Rege and Malice againſt rhe Souls of Men, and 


they and their Prince are combined in a deſign directly 
oppoſite to the deſign of Almig hiy God; This they are 


couſtantly carrying on, labouring to diftraft Mantiud in 
the great Concern of Religion, ro draw them from the 
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ſons, (which is the only caſe we are concern*d about now). 


* 10,31, 
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Miracles gl ve an a 


(63 
Worſhip of one Supreme God; and to this end, we may be 
ſure, they will employ all their Power, as well as all their 
Cauning and Xxomleage. That Almighty God has taken a- 
way their Power ſmce. they were engag'd in this wicked. 


deſign, no one can prove: Now my Gpinion is, that He 


may permit them, by the inſtigation of their own Malice; 
to make uſe of this Paper in oppoſition to Himſelf, and 


to True Religion, by ſhowing forth ſome of thoſe Works. 


which we acknowledge to be Miracles, or doing ſome 
things which, with all examination, the World cannot 
diſtinguith from Miracles Which 1 acknowledge, witli 
vou, to be all one, with reſpectto the Spectators, or thoſe. 


ho are to be the, Judges of em. This is what I main 


tain, which I would not do, but that I am fully perſua- 
ded that, in caſe of Oppoſition or Conteſt between two Per- 


there, may be fo plain and evident a diſtinction made, that. 


it ſhall not be a difficult matter for the World to judge, 


who aQs by the Supe.'or Power, or on which fide the ad- 


vantage lies. It is my 3 that this is effeQually 
ry 


done,it there are greater, and more Miracles on one fide than 
the other. H ut you abſolutely deny all difference in Miracles, 


ard often dees erde Topic ne 
8 nor to be inſiſted On- 1 wonder very much at it, an d it 


laoks as if you were reſolv d to maintain, at all adventures, 


that no Power leſs than Gad 's, i. e. Perfect Power, can do. 
apy of theſe Works you acknowledge Miracles: And. then 


indeed, I conſeſs, they all require an equal Power. 


But I muſt diſſent from you, and hey Java; in 19 1 


ance of my deſign, to ſhow theſe. two 
ſame Miracles are 2 than others, and 24h, That many. 


ment of performing them, above him who works zot ſo. 
wap. After which, 1 may fafely conclude, that there 


Py 


vantage tothePerſon who is the Inftru- 


- 
„„ rr... 
; wo , 


— 
18 
1 
- 
= * 
1 * 
F 
| i 
4 
1 


% 4 | 
— oo 4 SID E 9 


- 
Ya crete 9 * 
4 Soo * 


ſhown that ſuch a diſfin#io may be made, that the 


to their Greatzeſs. Here give me leave to obſerve, that 


requires no leſs Power to make a Butter- fly than an Ar- 4 


as difficult to ſupport a Body from ſinking into the 
name for Miracles. Or, how does it follow, that a Power 


feſs. Tobſerve farther, that you fall imo this diſtinction 
of ęreater and 4% your felt, p. 187. where you aſſure us, 


God; becauſe here is the ſupporting a weighty Body in 
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can be no danger to Religion from God's permitting a 
wicked Spirit to work Airacles, becauſe then I ſhall have 
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W _ ſhall not be left in ſuſpence, on which ſide to judge. 
And, JF. | 
Firft, That there is a diſtinction between Miracles, as 


z OI 


a * — 
_ . » « 2 * 3 
- — — 
— m 
—— — 


* N 
Oe —— : ow — — 2 — —L•— 
28 98 —— Gag 7 9 2 


when you ſpeak of the Equality of Miracles, you inſtance 


A O_o — 


in Creation, which I cannot apprehend to be any thing to | 
the purpoſe : For what if it is 45 caſte to male an Elphont 45 "100 
4 Fly (as you inſtance p. 31. I think it caſier, if we ſpeak 1 


with reſpect to any but perfect Power, and perſect Wiſ⸗- 
dom) but, I ſay, what if it is as caſie? And what if it 


my of Eagles? (as you ſay, p. 212. or, an Eel than a 
Dragon, as p. 23. which 1 ſe true without Exami- 
nation) how does it follow. from thence, that it is 


2 — 2 
* A * 
— os 7 > 1 A - 


Water, as to make a Fly, or an Eagle? Which you 
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that can change the Figure and Motion of ina nimate 15 
Particles of. Mater, fo as that it {hall become ine, or | 


Blood, is alſo able to cure all Diſeaſes in a momeat, or to 
raiſe a dead Body to Life again? Ido not fee how, I con- 


Tua account the turning Water into Wine , &c. 4 greater 
Mir 


acle, thaw a Mountains being ſupported in the Air, and 
curried emo Miles; which I muſt think a Miracle, (as I ob- 
ſerv'd before) hether done by a Spirit, or by Abrighty 
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the Air, which without the Interpoſition of ſome powerful. 

Being, could not be ſupported in that yielding Body, and 

becauſe our Lord inftances himſelf in the remowng of 4 
| B Moun- 
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(8) | 
. Mountain, as a Miracle to be perform'd by his Diſciples, | 
ö f they had Faith. Matth. 17.20. 21. 21. But, to return to | 
N what Ipropos'd, Be | | 
* . Firft, Lou cannot but acknowledge thoſe Miracles are | 
greater than others that require, orare a Sign of, 4 greater 
depree of Power than others I inſtance in the ſupporting | 
aa huge Mountain in the Air, as a thing that requires 
greater Power than the ſupporting a humane Body from 
| ſinking into the Mater, becauſe Air yields to a heavy Body 
more than Water, and becauſe that Body is heavier than | 
|  rtheBodyofa Man. There may be therefore a Power able 
| to do the one, which yet may not be able to perform the 
| other. Thus it is certainly a _ that requires more ER 
* Power to put the Air 200 miles round into a violent mo- 
tion, than the Air 2000 Miles round; and,th6 the Prince 
| of the Powers of the Air may have Force enough, and Ar- 
| mics enow under him to effect the one, yet He may not, 
1 to effect the other. The Caſe is not very different, if we 
N put Water inſtead of Air, the diſſimilitude between em 
| " being not very great; and therefore I muſt think, that 
the turning a vaſt River, and al the Waters of Egypt into. 
1 Blood in a moment, requires more Power, than the turning 
1 a little Water; and that a Being that has Force enough, 
| and active Spirits enow under him to effecł this altera- 
tion of the Figure and Motion of the Particles of Water in. 
a leſſer Quantity, may not have Forces enow at his Com- 
mand to effect it in a Quantity vaſtly * Thus, a 
Being that has Armies enow under him to bring up. 


* 
i — A — — — ——ñññ— — —_ , — 


q Ten thouſand Frogs, may not have Power enough _ 

bo bring up Ten millions. (ſuppoſing ſo many in the Crea- i 

| tion). and the doing this is evidently a Sign of more Force 
| and Power, than the doing the other. Once more, I can- 

not but think that, in a Conteſt, it is a ſign of greater: 

Power to produceaSerpent that has more force and * 


˖ 


Pg 


| than one that has /eſs; and therefore, that the Product ion 49 
| - ofa Serpent that has Power and Strength enough to over- | 
\ come another is a ſign of greater Power, than the produ- 1 
ction of one that has not Strength to reſiſt it: This being 15 
| a demonſtration that there isa Power on one fide that can 
| oy ſuch Strength and Power, that the Power on the other 
| ide cannot reſiſt it. And I wonder to fee you deny theſe 
things, p. 32. | e {i 
| - . Secondly, ThoſeWorks I cannot but account greater than We 
others, which require, and are a fign of, more Kpowledpe A | 
| (which is a Power) as well as Power, properly fo calld. 1 
Io put an Inſtrument in order that is A of a great 
number of Wheels and Springs, requires more Sill, and 
K nowledge, and Contrivance, than to put one in order that | 
is of a more ſimple, and uncompounded Make; and to 4 
put this Machine perfettly in order, when it is al/diforder'd, ] 
is a Work of greater Skill, than to rectiſie the diforder ot 1 
one particular Wheel or Spring in it. Thus, to put the He '1 
perfectly in order, is more difficult than to put any other 
part that is not of ſo nice a diſpoſition, and does not con- 
ſiſt of fo great a number of Organs, becauſe it requires « 4 
more extenſive A yovledee : and to put this perfet?ly in or- | 
der when erꝰyy little part of it is diforder*d, more difficult. 
upon the ſame account, than to rectifie the diſorder ot 1 | | 
any one Fibre, or Membrane, that compoſes it: And a Being 4.4 
that may be able to do the one, may not be able to do the j | 
| 
| 
{ 


— — — — — Rs — — — — — 


other. So, To put the whole Body in perfect order, when it is 
| all diſorder'd, is ſtill more difficult than to rectiſie the diſ- 
orders of any one Member of it: And to put it all into ſuch 
order again, after the Soul has left it, (as an Habi- 1 
tation wholly unfit for it to act in) that ev'ry the leaſt 1 
Particle of it ſhall be in exact order and diſpoſition, 
it for all the Operations of Life, Senſe, and Motion, is yer # 
| more difficult, becauſe it requires a yet greater degree of ft 
| | - of Sagacity Rm 


(10 


Sagacity and Knowledge. For, as I think, thò all theſe 


are to be done ir aculouſſy, in the Caſe we are ſpeaking of, 
yet they are to be done by a Kyowledge that comprehends 
clearly the nature, diſpoſition, and compoſition of one 
Member, or of the whole Body, the infinite number of 


Parts that make it up, what Avenues and Paſſages are to 


be open d, what Nerves to be ſtrengthen'd, what degree, 
and what determination of Motion is to be given to the 
Blood and Animal Spirits, and more things, neceſſary to 
ſuch Operations, than we know, or can think of. 1 
might give other Inſtances, but theſe are ſufficieat to 
fhew what I mean. LO i 
Tyiralh, Give me leave to reckon thoſe Miracles amongſt 
the Miracles that are greater than others, that ſeem more 
plainly to ſhew the Lora and Governour of Mankind himfelf 
prefent with a Perſon, than others do. Thus, in caſe of a 
conteft, or oppoſition, I could not but think the raiſag the 
Dead to Life again, a "oct Miracle than the being ſup- 
ported fo as not to fink into the Water, or the alteration 
of the Motion and Figure of the Particles of Water, ſo as to. 


make it Wine; not only, becauſe it requires more: Know. 


ledge and Power than the others but becauſe the Life of a 
Man, and his continuance in this World, ſeems fo much 
the peculiar Concern of the Providence and Appointment of 
God, with whom ave the Iſſaes of Life and Death, that T cannot 
think any Being elſe to have any thing to. do with it. 


There is a great difference between altering the Particles 
of an inanimate Body, and having Power of the Life and 


Death of reaſonable Creatures; and therefore, thd I ſee no 
abſurdity in holding that Spirits may do that, or may have 
power to ſupport a Body from ſinling; yet, I think it 
unreaſonable to ſuppoſe that, When God has took Men 
out of this World, any of them ſhould ha ve power enough 


another 


to determine and bring it about, that they ſhould have 


(11) 


another abode; and time of continuance in this World, I 


hope what I have ſaid is ſufficient to ſhew that one Ma- 


cle may properly be ſaid to he greater than another. 

+2: The-or er thing I was to {peak of, is this, that mary 
Miracles give the Perſon who works 'em a great advan- 
tage: which you abſolutely deny. And yet You your 
{eli acknowledge, p. 34. that the wmorkive many Miracles 
will naturally gain greater Authority. thus we may guets it 
was amon j the Jews from their Queſtion, Fo. 7. 31. 
When Chriſt ſhall come, will He do more Miracles than this 
Mauf] And You give very good Reaſons why it is ſo, be- 


cauſe abe People are concern d, aud come to the knowviedoe of 


'em, more have the privilege ot being Eye-witnefles to em, 


and becauſe they who have ſern more, are better aſſur'd that their 
Senſes were not impos d upon, than if they had ſeen but one; and. 
after you have ſaid but thus much, I wonder you cau 
fay that this Topick will hardiy bear inſiſting upon, nay, 
that. its adds no advantage to a Perſon. For by this You 
give me leave your ſelf to ſay, 

Firſt, That ſuppoſing the many wonderful Works this 
Perſon performs, to be ot the he kind, yet the number 
of em does encreaſe my Satisfaction, and ſerve to aſſuro 
me, that He does not impoſe upon the World, or take 
advantage of a lucky Event, or happy Opportuaity ; but 
really does the Works that He pretends to do, There- 


fore I muſt give this Perſon the advaztage over one, who: 


does not give the World ſo much afurance of that; and 


ſince I cannot have ſo much ſatisfaction in this Point from. 
one, as from more Miracles, I cannot but think many - 
racles, and eſpecially, an uninterrupted Series of Miracles, 


a reaſonable addition to the Authority of any Perſon, and 
therefore worth inſiſting on: And if theſe mazy Miracles, 
tho of the ſune kind, differ in any conſiderable Circum- 


ſtance, they will be of greater weight with me, and give me 
| : ___ Ereater- 
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greater aſſurance of what Ideſire to be certain of. For, ſuppoſẽ 


* 


Fau or 7% You go 00, 350 hould heveſeen our C 
from the Dead; if this was preſently after we ſuppos'd the 


Breath to be gone out of his Body, I hardly think we ſhould 
have had as great aſſurance that the Perſon who did this 
had a power of raiſing the Dead, as if we ſhould ſee him af- 
rerwards reſtore Lite to one now carrying out to Burial, or 
to one after He had lain 'Three days in his Grave.But to this 
I muſt add, that many Miracles, when they are not of the 


ſame ſort, are {till a greater N to the Perſon Who per- 
da yet greater aſſurance - 


forms them, as they give the Wor 
that He has a power of working True Miracles, If a Perſon 
ſhould pretend He is ſent from God, and for Proof of this 
{ſhould appeal to the Miracles He performs,and ſhould only 
repeat one Work, only walk upon Water, or cure one par- 
ticnlar Diſtemper, &c. I ask, whether there would not 
he more cauſe of Suſpicion that he had ſome Art or Trick 
no Man elſe knew of, than if the World ſhould ſee him 
not only do thoſe, but turn Water into Wine, cure all 
manner of Diſeaſes, caſt out Devils, raiſe the Dead, and, 
on ev*ry occaſion, exert a Power above our Conception? 
And will not this, and ought it not to be an advantage on 
his ſide? And why may not this be inſiſted on, if others 
have not given fo great andabundant aſſurance, as this Per- 
ſon, that they had truly a power to do Miracles To proceed, 
Secondly, A great number of Miracles, of different ſorts 
and kinds, do, in my Opinion, demonſtrate a more compre- 
henſive, and extenſive Power, and therefore a greater, which 
ou often deny. It cannot be prov'd, as I know of, that 
He that can, with the Aſſiſtance of any Being, walk upon 
the Water, or turn Water into Wine, can alſo, with the Aſ- 
ſiſtance of that ſame Being, cure all Diſeaſes, feed Thou- 
ſands with a few Loaves, or raiſe the Dead; becauſe it can- 
| not 


1 


not be ſhown, that a Power that can do the firſt of theſe, 
can alſo do them all. Now in a conteſt, or oppoſition, cer- 
tainly that Perſon mult be ſaid to act by the ſuperiouy Power, 
who not only does Works of the fame fort with thoſe rhe 
other Perſon performs, but Miracles of all other forts, on 
ev'ry occaſion ; becauſe He plainly acts by a more extenſoe 
Power, i. e. agreater- But, what is fo plain, that I wonder 
to find You ſay nothing to it is, what | ſhall abſerve, 
Thirdly, That in a Conteſt or Oppoſition between two 


——— . j ee —— — 


—— — 4 


Perſons, more Miracles do plainly ſhew a greater power on = 

| one ſide than on the other. If one Perſon goes on to work 1 | 

| a Miracle, which the other will not be periwaded to at- | 

| tempt, or cannot perform when He does attempt it, this | | 

| | is a plain demonſtration that there is a Power on that fide, 1 

| that either performs what the other cannot, or elſe is of [1 
force enough to hinder the other in what He defigns,and 1 

| attempts todo; 2. it is a demonſtration of a greater power 1 

| on one {ide than of the other. Thus, if in a contelt | 

| | one Perſon turns. Duft into Lice, and the other attempts 1 

[+ it, and cannot do it, thd He has done a Miracle [| 

| before in oppoſition to him, yet He mult yield; for | 


1 the Queſtion is not whether it is not as caſie for him 
to turn Daſt into Lice, as to do what He has done 
before (which you often inſinuate, 2. 60. 265, cr) but 
whether it does not argue a greater power on one fide than 
the other, when one has the cantinuance of the power of 
working Miracles, when the other attempts it, and can- 
not do ĩt ? Does not this ſhow. a Power. on one ſide able to di 
controul and hinder that on the other, 7. e. a greater ? 1 pl. 
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| believe I need not add any more, ſo. ſhall conclude. this 1 
| Argument with obſerving, that I cannot think, unleſs our 1 
| Bleſſed Lora had been of opinion that there was a great dif- 1 


| , - - ference between Himſef, and all orhers that had everap- 11% 
| Peal d in the World, with reſpect to the great neſs and Zam. 4 2 
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5 (14 9 1 
ber of lis Miracles, He would have ſaid, as He does, Jo. 15. 
24. If Thad not done among it them the Works that no Man has 
done, they had not had Sin, 1. e. fo great an aggravation of their 


Infideliry. 125 | 


And now having ſhown (Pm ſure to my own entire 
ſatisſaction, till | hear ſomewhat more aga iiſt it than I 


ha ve yet) that there is a difference in Miracies, as to their 


Grratneſs, and that many Miracles give a Perſon an adwvan- 
tage over one who works but one, or a few; I may the 
more ſecurely reaſſume the Subject that engag'd, me to 
prove this, and the more fafely maintain, that God may 
permit wicked Spirits to work Miracles, in oppoſition. to 
Himſelf, and the Truth; ſince He can make this apparent 
difference between the Perſon on whole part He acts, and 
the other: and becauſe He can, therefore I'm ſure He nal. 


You ask, Iremember,in one place, (v. 211.) who told me 
fo? Ianfwer, Reaſon aſſures me of it, as it aſſures me, that 


God will not ſuffer the World to be diſtracted in fo con- 
cerning a Matter, or to be tempted above what it is able, that 
He is obliged by his Juſtice and Goodneſs to ſet ſuch plain 


= 


marks on the {ide He eſpouſes, as that any conſidering 


Perſon may preſently fee which it is. 


"Theſe arc the Foundations, and the main Strokes of that | 


Scheme I thoughtfit to repreſent to You, in order to ſhew 


that You had not ſo much reaſon to rejett it, and cry out 
againſt it, as You imagine; which is what I ſhalkendea- 


vour to do, by proving, as I propos'd, 


. 


Second, That this Scheme may be maintam'd wich- 
out the leaſt præjudice to true Religion: and this, I think, 


will clearly appear, if we apply what has been ſaid to Mo- 


es, and Jeſus Chriſt, whom we both acknowledge to be 
ſent of God. TE WR Dal RES EPO 

And aſt. Suppoſe the Magicians, who were ſent ſor by 
Pharaoh, did work true Miracles (or Works that could not 


be 
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be diſtinguiſh'd from Trae Miracles) by the aſſiſtance of 
the Devil, what ill Conſequence follows from hence, if 
Moſes plainly demonſtrates that He acts by a Power ſupe- 
riout to that by Which they act, as, I think, He does? 
What if their Rods ate, to all appearance, turn'd into 
Serpents as well as His? Yer, ſince His Serpent {hows 
more & rength and Power than theirs, it ſhows more Pow- 
er in the Cauſe that produced it, the others not having 
Power to reſiſt it · But You acknowledge no Sign of Su- 
periority in this Victory obta ind over the other Serpents 

p. 3 2, Cc.) therefore, Iask, why was this Circum- 

ance added by God to the Miracle of Moſes? And, till 1 
have a better Anſwer, 1 mult think it was, to make a 
difference between Moſes whom He ſent, and the Mag.. 
cians Who oppos'd him; and, it fo, it gives him an appa- 
rent advantage over em. You your ſelf give me leave 
to ſuppoſe that Moſes turn'd a vat Quantity of Water into 


Blood, more than the Magicians, (p. 30.) and brought 
up mare Frogs than they. I have before ſpoke my Mind, 


that in a Conteſt this ought to be look'd on as an Argu- 
ment of a Superior Power aſſiſting him, &. (Supr p. 8.) 
But the main thing is yet behind. Suppoſe ey did work 
Miracles in oppoſition to Moſes, yet if Moſes works more 
than they can, here is a ſufficient demonſtration that the 
Power that ſent Him is ſuperiour to any Pomer that dares op- 
poſe Him- Here 1s a continuance of the Power of working 


Miracles, to Him, when the Magicians attempt and can- 
not go on. And which of the Spectators would not pre- 


ſently ſee (as I have obferv*d before) that there was a 
Power on his fide, that eould either do what the Power on 
the other {ide could not, or could hinder that Power from 


working when it pleas'd, i. e. that the greater Power was 
on his ide? As themſelves were forc'd to acknowledge, 
when they ſee themſelves controuPd and Ropp'd. But 
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You ſay, p. 264. That their attempting to go on, is a certain 


Toten that they were tenor ant of any Power they had to do Mi- 
. racles. I think, that if they had not in times before done 
very ſtrange things by their Enchantments, and things 


which the SpedFators could not aiſtinguiſh from True Mi- 
racles, Pharaoh would never have call'd 'em to oppoſe 
Moſes, which it is plain He did. And the Scripture- 
Hiſtory ſays, what they did, they did by their Enchant- 
ments. But You five your reaſon, Had they known what 
they could do, they might alſo have known what they could not 
do, and, conſequently, never attempted it. But, I think, 
that they might be of Opinion they ſhould perform this 
as well as what they had already done, without knowing, 
exactly how far the Power of that Being, whoſe Mini- 
ſters they were, extended; and they might know how 
tar their Power extended, and yet not know (nay, the 
Devil himſelf might not know) exactly when a Saperionr 
Being would think fit to interpoſe fo as to hinder their 
ae Frag And, methinks, this Scheme gives a more 
natural and obvious Interpretation to the Words of 
Moſes, than that Youafhx to em, by not allowing Moſes 
any Superiority over the Magicians, but what ariſes 
from their own Acknowledgment, l e. none at all, if they 


had chanc'd to have been as harden'd and refractorv as 


their Maſter- I cannot think the Hiſtoria had the leaſt 
Suſpicion: that they did their Miracles by the Power of 
God; becauſe it is ſo remarkable a Circumſtance of the 
Story, that He would not have omitted it, but would 
have recorded it in plainer Terms than, This is-the' Fin. 


ger of God, which ev'ry Body is preſently led to interpret 


as their Acknowledgment, that Meſes did act by a Power 


| ſaperiour to their Power, and that they could oppoſe him 


no longer. It is no Matter, whether the turning Duſt 


2 Lice be as caſie as the other Miracles or no (Which 


You ; 


C17) 
l You inſiſt on ſo often) Their being controul'd and ſtop'd, 
| demonſtrated to em there was a Power Superiour to that 
| | by which they acted. Upon the whole, then, I cannot 
ſee how this Opinion does the leaſt prejudice to the 
Cauſe of Ass. | 
| It is eaſie to ſhew the fame with reſpect to our Bleſſed 
Lord, and his Diſciples, What it Simon Magus did per- 
form things not to be diſtinguiſh'd by the People from 
true Miracles, as I think very probable, becauſe / the 
People of Samaria gave heed to Him from the leaſt to the 
| greateſt, ſaying,this Man is the great POWER of Goa, Acts 8. 
But what it he did? If the Providence of God orders it fo, 
that St Philip is brought tothe ſame place, and there ſhews 
forth ſuch Miracles and Signs, as Simon cannot pretend 
to equal: If there is fo apparent a differexce between 'em, 
that Simon himſelt (as well as all the Samaritans) confeſſes 
a greater Power with Philip, than He can pretend to, 
where is the great harm to Religion from this Suppoſition? 
And though He could Work ſome Miracles before, yet 
ſeeing greater and more wrought by Philip, this might 
| make him fo far a Chriſtian as to own a greater Power 
1 5 on Philis's ſide, and to deſire to partake of that Power, 
which He could not do, without pretending to believe, 
as we find in the fame Chapter, A. 8. 29. And, ſuppoſe 
Falſe Chriſts may do great Signs and Wonders, I ſec no ill 
conſequence to Chriftianity from hence; for, at the fame 
time, I am ſure, as I can be of . that there 
ſhall be fo great a difference in the Miracles wrought, in, 
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| the quality and greatneſs, and the number of ein, that 
| ie Eleft, the true ſerious Chriſtian, cannot be at a loſs 
to determine on which fide God is. Nor can an inſtance 

be brought of any who have actually oppos*d Chrif, bur 
that, ſuppoſing they have wrought Miracles, this diffe- 
rente is very apparent, When you put 'em in the Scale a- 

| C 2 gainſt 
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if it could be made out. But I ſee no ſuch thing from 
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cant a long ſeries of Miracles of all kinds, wrought by a 


Power uncontrouPd ; and, at laſt, the Peron who wrought 


em, rais'd. from the dead- This, I think, Reaſan tells 
me I may believe; and it is agreeable to the natural and 
obvious Senſe of that Text, Matth. 24. 24. which you 
are forced to give up as an obſcure place, becauſe you 
maintain the contrary ; which looks not well. For I 


muſt obſerve, that theſe words are as plain, as any that 


fav our Bleſſed Lord himſelf did Miracles, that the expreſ- 
ſions are the ſame that are us'd to ſignifie our Lord's 
Miracles, and thoſe of his Apoſtles, as will appear to any 
Who conſiders Acts 8. 13. Joh. 20. 30. Acts 2. 22. Mark 
16. 20. Acts 14. 3. Lieb. 2. 3. which You your ſelf quote, 
p. 15 5. &c. But You reject this interpretation, becauſe it 
conſiſts not with the other Scriptures, nor with Chriſt's purpoſe, 
aor is reaſonable, p. 218. Which is charge enough indeed, 
what You have already ſaid. No other Scriptures ſay, 
God will never permit any ſuch thing; I ſuppoſe: the 
Scriptures you mean, are thoſe. You quote, to ſhow. that 
Chriſt's Miracles were deſign'd to prove. Him ſent from 
God; and that they moſt certainly do, though true 
Miracles ſhould be wrought in oppolition- to Him. 
How 1t is inconſiſtent with Chriſt's Purpoſe, I know 
not. He plainly deſigns. only to give em warning, 
that ſuch a thing would be, that the Devil would 


| exert all his Force againſt Him, that they might 


not be ſurpriz d when it happen'd. But you ſay it. is 
unreaſonable, and indeed J grant it is, as you repreſent it; 
far this runs through your whole Repreſentation of it, 
that theſe Falſe Chriſts {hall work the /ame Miracles (p.181.) 
and as great Miracles to overthrow the Chriſtian Faith, as 

Chriſt. and his Apoſtles wrought to. plant it (p. 183. 211. Cc.) 
I, . 7 | But 


(190 


But it is far otherwiſe. Though Vou acknowledge no 


difference in Miracles, yet, I think, in repreſenting the 


Senſe of others, You ſhould in Juſtice have remembred 
they did; and that they who interpret this Text in a dif- 
ferent manner from You, do maintain, that there will be 
a great difference in the greatneſs, and number of the. Mira- 
cles, ſufficient to determine any Serious Perſon on which 
ſide the Superiour Power acts. tt 15 their Opinion, that the 
Miracles of Chriſt are to be conſider'd as an uninterrupted 
Series of Wonders, wrought by a Perſon who never Was 


controw'd or hinder'd, or ſo much as appos'd, who had 


not any one mark of God's diſpleaſure upon him, who 
himſelf was rais d from the dead, and fear down a vili- 
ble Power from above, upon his Followers: And with 
theſe coniiderations, as they will preſer him to any, who 
has ever appear'd in the World yet, ſo they doubt not 
of a great and apparent Victory (in cate of oppoſition) 
over any worker of Miracles, who ſhall ever appear here- 
after. But You.endeavour to repreſent this interpreta- 


tion as abſurd, by bringing aa example of a Perſon, ho 


gives the ſame warning to his Followers, with reſpect to 
Reaſon, that you ſay others ſuppoſe our Lord to give, with 
reſpect to Miracles. But, I pray, If (for example) the 
Doctrine taught, be, that Men ought to pay Religions Mor- 


ſhip only to Gad, and not to Saints or Angels: Can there be 
equal reaſon tor, and againſt tins, as you ſuppoſe? And 


would it be abſurd for any to forewarn his Scholars, that 


though this Doctrine is ſo reaſonable, yet there would a- 
riſe ſome, Who ſhould offer Aguments againſt it, and de- 


ceive a great many, and themſelves, if they did not ſe- 


riouſly look to the bottom of the matter? Otherwiſe 
than this, we would not, any more than you, make our 
Bleſſed Lord argue; and no otherwiſe do we interpret his 
words in this place. We make him not ſay, as Lou 0a; 
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chat Falſe Chriſts ſhould work the ſame courſe of Miracles « 


He had dome, but that they ſhould, in oppoſition to Him, 
work ſome Miracles; and we ſay, He forewarns them of 
this, that they may be prepar'd to examine them when 
they appear, and declares they {hal} not be ſuch as can 
decerve the Elect, i. e. tliat there ſhall be ſuch a difference, 
that any ſerious Chriſtian ſhall ſee that God is ow his ſide. 


But You fay, according to this, « Man may part with his 


Chriftianity, upon the ſcore of Miracles wrought to prove it 


falſe, as fairly as He took it up upon the ſcore of Miracles 


wrought to prove it true, p. 196. Still You ſuppoſean 


F in the caſe of Miracles, on both ſides, which tliey 


not, who maintain the Opinion You condemn. And 


Tay, as to Miracles, I embrac'd the Chriſtian Religion, 


n the ſcore of a long uninterrupted Series of great Mir a- 


cles, therefore Icannot part with it, on the {core of a few 


Miraclet, or Miracles that do not ſhew ſo great a Power. 
This, Ithink, a juſt way of proceetling : Bur ſuppoſing 
an equality in the Miracles on both ſides (which I do not 


grant by any means) a ſerious conſidering Perſon would 


not let this influence him fo far as to part with his Chyi- 


ſtranity. For Miracles are not the only Argument tor it 


(as You acknowledge, p. 199.) nor ought ever to be 
conſider'd fo, by any who write on that Subject: and 


therefore, I fay, finceI believe Jeſus Chriſt was the Son of 


God, not only becauſe He did theſe Miracles, but be- 


-caute He exactly f/f all the former Propheſies which 
the Jews had been taught to underſtand of their Maſtah, 
becauſe He taught ſo excellent a Doctrine, and becauſe 


He was ſo perfectly good and holy Himſelf; I cannot part 
with this belief, oxy on the ſcore of Miracles. But this 
IT only ſay upon ſuppoſition, You ſee, by what I have 


fig, why it is, that I cannot think chis Scheme inconſiſtent 
3 5 4 with 
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3 Sd 
with Religion, or, imagine any prejudice from it to the 
Miracles of Moſes and Chriſt, or the Pretences and Do- 
etrines eſtabliſhed upon em. 


III. Give me leave now to examine thoſe Reaſons up- 


on Hh you have rejected other Schemes, and advanced 


your own, aud to auſwer ſome Queſtions You ask upon 
this Subject. 

The firſt Reaſon I meet with is, becauſe to work 4 M:- 
racle-rs to unſettle the courſe of nature; now no Power leſs than 


that of God can unſettle of eſt abliſh"d courſe of nature, which 


* 


»o Power leſs than his could ſettle and eftabliſh,p.$. 10. If you 
could plainly demonſtrate this, the whole diſpute mutt be 


at an end: But I cannot think it can ever be madeour, 
that a Being that has not that Wiſdom and Power that was 


required to-ſettle ev'ry thing, Earth, Water, Air, Sun, 


Moon, Stars, Animals, &c. in that Order and Diſpoſition, 
and exact regularity in which they are, may not ( for all 
this) have Power kanne to ſupport a Body from ſink- 
ing, in the Water, or the Air, or Power enough to alter 
the particles of Mater ſo as to make it M7ze nor can it, 
I believe,be ever ſhown, that the Angels who were crea- 
ted to be God's Miniſters, were not created with Poner and 
Vnderſtanding enough to do ſome ſuch things; which can- 
not properly be calPd, unſettling the courſe of Nature, any 
more than fome of the Operations of Men, perform'd by 
the viſible 4»plication of corporeal means. But,p. 10. You 
bar Reaſons (which You often inſiſt upon aſter- 
wards.) i yy 

1/f. Becauſe this would be for God to leave the Lams of his 
Creation at the Will and Mercy of created beings, and to have 
Rivals, aud Cheques of his Will and Empire. But I cannot 


think fo. The good Beings will make uſe of this Power 


only by his Command: and the bad ones cannot without 
8 N his 


a Co x ** T _ | — — — * A = % : ; — - 
, *. * 5 4 Be 1 2 - 
- 


. — — — 6-4 8 
— = 


—— — — — 


bis Permiſſian. He has 'em under his eye, and can con- 


ſu 


the Miracles (in cafe of an oppolition which we are now 


(7 * 


troul em when he ſees fit, as he can do Man in the Ex- 
erciſe of any Powers he lias given him: This is not to 
believe they can be wrought by ev, wanton and malicious Spi- 


rit, whenever they pleaſe, as you mean, p. 209. 


2. Another reaſon You give, 9. 19. is, becauſe there 
could no ue be made of Miracles if any but God could work em 
Thus alſo p. 38. p. 91. and other Places, i e, they would 
not be an Argument of a divine Pomer preſent with the 


worker. But, there is no need they ſhould all be certain 


N ee of perfect Power ; I have faid before what is 
cient to ſhow that there may be ſuch a difference in 


conſidering) that it may not be difficult to determine on 
which fide Almighty God is. Good Spirits never interpoſe 
to do any thing wonderful within our view, but by God's 
Command and Appointment ;, and when He orders them to 
interpoſe, He will take care that they ſhall come off with 
Victory; and how that may be, I have ſhewn be- 
fore. 8 . 11 

Beſides, how often ſoever you call it begging the Gue- 


. * 


tion, I cannot for bear thinking that I can judge on whoſe 


fide God is by the Doctrine taught. For I know as well 
as I know any thing, that God will not work a Miracle 
for one who teaches a Doctrine, in o reſpect, unwor- 
thy of him; and I know the Devil will not do any thing 


to eſtabliſh the Authority of a Perſon, who teaches true 
Reaſon in the Matter of Religion: And therefore when Mz- 
racles are wrought for the one, I'm ſure. God is on that 


ſide; when for the other, I'm ſure they are not from 
Him. But of this ſomewhat more by and by. At pre- 


ſent I obſerve, that the Scheme I defend, does not leave 


us without rea ſonable grounds, upon which we may judge 


on whoſe fide Almighty God acts, and which is Ins Seal : . 


For 


— 
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For th6 the Devil's Seal may reſemble His, yet we do not 
fay, it ſhall be exactly the ſame, as you ſuppoſe, p. 12. 
bur that there ſhall be a manifeſt dference. Bur, ſup- 
-poſe any Perſon ſhould have the Uſe of the ſame Seal with 
this Prince, : I could never believe the Prince himſelf 
had ſet it, if I ſhould fee it ſet to a Miling that exhorts 
me to a Rebellion againſt this fame Prince. The Ten- 
„ dency of that Writing would be an infallible Rule to go 
. by in that Matter. | 

CBE - - To your Qwzeitions about the Miracles of Moſes, and the 
| F Magicians, p. 89. go. I anſwer. To the firſt, Whether 
*l the Finger of God was not as much ſeen in Moſes's turning 
| | the Roa into a Serpent, KC. as in turning the Duſt into 
1 

? 


| Lice? That, thd there was an Advantage on Moſes's 
| Aide, (in my opinion) in the whole procedure, yet it 
& did not appear ſo manifeſtly and undeniably, beſore 
Moſes turn d the Daft into Lice, and the Magicians attem- 
pted it, and were not able to perform it; I fay, it did 
1198 not appear ſo undenia bly, that the Finger of God was with 
f | Moſes, or, that the Power by which He acted was ſupe- 
1 riour — the 2 that _— his Demands. This was $ 
the thing in diſpute, and this appear'd moſ# manifeſtly, 
. hen — who were brought Ge to ons Fre? 
were controul'd and hinder'd from doing what He did. 
To the ſecond, Whether the Mag iciaus did not fee the Finger 
of God as much in their own Works, as in the firſt Works of 

| Moſes? Tanſwer: The Magicians do not ſay, they faw 
the Finger of God in thoſe firff Works of Moſes ; thod they 
1 could not but ſee an Advantage on his fide. But when 
4 they attempted to do What He did, and could not; then it 
NN is, and not till then, that they are fo thoroughly con- 
vanc'd, that they cannot help acknowledging the Speri- 
our Power an his ſide- To the third; Whether the Magi- 
ziaus mould haue att empted the fourth Miracle, if they had 
8 25 pi DE | though! 
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ted the Fourth Miracle, becauſe they thought t 


C 
thought the Finger of God more neceſſary to, the performing of 
hire than to the ph ork the former 7 Lanſ wer No body | 
ſays, they did think ſo, as I know of; but I N attemp- 
ey ſhould ſuc- 
ceed as they had done before; and becauſe they did not 
know, that a Power ſuperiour to theirs would interpoſe, and 
hinder the Power which acted by them from working. 


To the Fourth: Whether therefore, when they actnomledg d 


the Finger of God in the works of Moſes, they did not 


alſo effettrally acknowledge that the ſame Power had wrought by 


th:mſelves, thoſe threegreat works? T anſwer, That it does 
not appear, that they acknowledg'd any thing, but that 
a greater Power commiſſion'd Myfes, than that they 
acted by; and this was fo evident, they could not de- 
ny it. "Theſe, and, I rhink, all che other Queſtions You 
ask on the Subject of Miracles, I have in effect an- 


ſwer'd, as well as I could, in what I have laid down 


before. 
I thall only beg your patience a little longer, while 


I mention two or three other things in which I can- 


not but diſſent from You, till I have farther ſatisfacti- 
on. | wt 
1}, You ſay over and over again, it is domm- right beggin 


the queſtion (p. 169, Sc.) to conſider the Doctrine before the 


Miracles, and to judge of the Miracles by the Doctrine. This 
I know not how to agree to. For, tho in the caſe of Jeſus 


Chriſt, T do make the ſame conſequence you do (p. 168.) 


that his Doctrine is he's it was prov'd, eſtabliſb d, and 
confirm d by Miracles, yet I do this, as I conſider that ſeries 
of Miracles, of all ſorts, He wrought by a power uncontroul d, 


and unoppos d, and laſt of all his o Reſurrectiun, Aſcenſion, 
ſending of the Holy Spirit. For J argue, that it is not ima- 
ginabic, that God would permit any Perſon to go on with 


unreſtrain'd a power, and put no mark of diſgrace up- 


on him, but many of his favour, if this Perſon taught a 
DE TY Doctrine 
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(25) 

Doctrine contrary, in any reſpect, to his Nature and Attri- 

butes, I ſay, tho I can reaſon this way, and very much 
to my ſatis faction, in the Caſe of Jeſus Chriſt, yet I could 

not, in the caſe of a Perſon who work'd one, or a few Mira- 

cles, But then, I am fully perſwaded the Method you 

condemn is reaſonable. To beg the queſtion, is to take 

the thing for granted that is to be prov'd. Now, as I 

take it, the thing tobeprov'dis, that Jeſus was ſent of God. 

Now, I defire to know, if the being aud attributes of God are 

not ſuppos'd to be known fromReaſoz before any Revelation? 

I delire to know, if I muſt not have as mach proot that 

this Perſon comes from a holy Being, as that He comes 
from a powerful one? And,tho' Hi teaching never fo rea- 
Jonable a Doctrine will not prove He comes from God, and 
has an extraordinary Commiſſion from Him to teach it; 
yet His teaching an unreaſonable Doctrine, his making God 
an Encourager of V ice,orDiſcourager of Virtue, is a greater 
evidence that he cannot come from Goa, than the doing of 
a Miracle can be that He does: to me, I mean, who think 
that a power leſs than God's may do fome of thoſe 
things we acknowledge Miracles, and who cannot ſepa- 
rate Holineſ from the Notion of God. Suppoſe our Lord 
cur'd the Parahtic, to ſhow He had an extraordinary 
Commiſſion to forgive fins (as You ſay, p. 169.) If this pre- 
tence of his had had any abſurdity in it, no Miracle could 
ha ve provꝰd it true: and this inſtance proves nothing con- 
uy to what I am detending,viz. That the excellent and 
reaſonable precepts of Religion and Morality our Lord 
taught, are ſo neceſſary an argument, that if He had wanted 
it, we could not acknowledge him ſet of God But you 
ſay, at this rate Miracles would prove nothing that was doubt- 
ful or unknows before, p. 170. In the caſe before us, the 
thing to be prov'd is, that Jeſus iö ſeat from God, and this 
was unknown before. Miracles are one argument to prove 
this; but, if there is any thing in his Doclrine abjurd, or 
D 2 contrary 
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(26). | 
contrary to the Notions of God, Reaſon teaches us, and the 
matter before us ſuppoſes already 1a the World, Wo 
can prove it; and therefore we may, and ought to loo 
into the Doctrine any Perſon teaches , who pretends 
He comes from God. And, tho? I find You differ from 
me, yet Icannot but think, that there was no funda- 
mental Error in the Phariſees, in point of Judgmem, but 
all down-right Malice. When they attributed our Lord's. 
Airacles to the Devil, they ſeem to me to own, Our 


Lord wrought true Miracles: They could not but ſee 


the nature of the Doctrine He taught, and the Hoh 
Life He led; yet they blaſphemoully aſſerted, He did 
them by the help of the Devil. You grant Your 
ſelf, the Phariſees thought the Devil could do Miracles, 
and our Lors anſwer does not lay that to their charge, 
as their fundamental error, as You do, p. 165, but 
rather ſuppoſes it true, and only lays before them the. 


horrid, and groundleſs abſurdity of making the Devil 


act againſt his owa intereſt: fo that He did in effect invite 
em to examine his Doctrine as well as his Miracles, in 
order to determine, whether He acted by the Holy Spi- 
it of God, or the Devil, that wicked Spirit. Now, be- 
cauſe the Perſons You diſſent from, are of opinion that 
the Devil can work a Miracle, therefore it is, they 


think, they muſt look to the Doctrine, and to the Ten- 


dency of it, before they can Judge, whether this Mi- 
racle was wrought by God or the Devil; and the de- 
ftign of the Miracle, done by the Power of God, is, not 
to prove, that the Doctrine is worthy of God, but that 


He is ſo much concern'd about it, as to ſend a Perſon. 


in an extraordinary manner to teach it. 

2. J cannot fo well fee the neceſlity there is for our 
Bleſſed Lord to declare his Pretences before He began to work 
Miracles; as You argue, p. 222, and 227. Indeed when 

: , ; 3 x | A 
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à Perſon has but oze, or a few Miracles to perform, there 
1 may come into the Minds of Men a Suſpicion, that He 
| takes advantage of a lucky Event, or ſtrange Accideat, to 
| improve it to the increaſe of his own Authority, unleſs 

He declares betore-hand, what it is He pretends to. But 
when a Perſon has a long, and continued courſe of Miracles 
F all ſorts to go through, there cannot poſſibly be ſucli 
a ſuſpicion in the Minds of Men-. | 
| Since our Lord therefore had ſo long 2 Series of Works to 
| perform, and had all other Arguments necefary to prove 
him the Meſh, I fee no Obligation upon him to declare 
himſelf plainly the Miſiab, betore He began. And, as 
there was no neceſſity for iv; fo I think it was what He 
ſollicitouſly avoided at firſt, and what He enjoin'd his 
Diſciples to keep from divulging in the World, after He 
had done many Miracles. The Texts You produce, 
p. 227. do not prove it, and I could produce plain Fexts 
that prove the contrary. 
3. Nor can I ſee the Neceſſity of our B/jjed Lord's de- 
claring before-hand that He mould work Miracles (as You ar- 
gue, p. 263. 272.) jor the reaſon betore-given, becauſe 
He had not oe or two Miracles to work, but many and 
great Miracles, before the Eyes of all Examiaers, ſuſ- 
ficieat to ſatisfie the World, beyond all doubt, that He 
did not take an Advantage of an Accident, or lucky E- 
vent, to encreaſe his own Authority. The Text You 
roduce. Joh. 6. 6.) ſays only in one caſe, that He linen 
fore- hand whas he ſhou!d do, not that de declared it: And 
this was remark'd by the Hiſtortiau, not as an advantage- 
ous Circamtance of the Miracle, but only as He was giving 
ſome Account why our Lord ask'd Pailp that Queſtion, 
_ Whence ſhall we buy Bread that theſe may eat? Here I can- 
not but obſerve, that our Lord's commaitling the 5ea in- 
to a Calm, may be iuſiſted en to an Inſidel as a great 
85 Aliracle, 
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Miracle, (not only "becauſe a violent Storm cannot be 
ſuppos'd of it ſelf, to fink in a moment, into a Calm, 
but) as the Work of a Perſon, 'who gave the utmoſt 
Evidence, that He did not take Advantages of lucky E- 
vents, and as a Work that is an Argument of a greater 


Power (as I think) than walking on the Water, or changing 
aſmall Quantity of it into Wine. Thô You are not for 


inſiſting upon this, p- 142. Yet [cannot fee why, under 
this Conſideration, it ſhould not be of great Account. 

4. One thing more is, that I cannot think your Ac- 
count of the Diſciples © t diſpoſſeſſing the Lunatick 
(p. 274, Cc.) right. You fay, they did not attempt it, and 
( t: 275.) You lays the reaſon was, becauſe they fouud 
7 * diſtruſtful of the Event And yet, You make em 
come to their Lord, and ask, Why could not we caſt out 
the Devil, i. e. according to You, Why did not we attempt 
it? The Reaſen of which they very well knew them- 


ſelves, had been their Diſtruſt. ny Pr ge to'this Ac- 


count, they ſhould rather ask, Why had we fach a Diſtruſt 
as not to attempt it ? But then, in our Lord's Anſwer, 
Unbelief mutt not ſignifie this Diſtraſt, as You fay it 
plainly does. a 


Baut, It is time for me to releaſe you. I am ſorry to 


find my Thoughts, and the Thoughts of many ſerious 
Perſons, ſo arent from Yours on this Subject; but 
ſince they are ſo, I could not think it amiſs to accept your 
Invitation, and repreſent 'em to you; and have done it, 
I hope, in 4 manner becoming my ſelf and Tou. If they en- 
gage You to reſume this Subject, and give it a farther 
Examination, the World will think it ſelf, perhaps, ob- 
liged to me, for giving you this diſturbance. If they 
appear to You nat to deſerve your regard, I ſhall ſtill 
have this Satisfaction, that I deſignꝭd no Injury to * 
f „ 


* imum 2 0 


r 
and ſome Good to others. I aſſure You, it was not my 


Judgment only, that ſomething ought to be ſaid on this 
occaſion, or, that what I have faid is to the purpoſe. 


If I have miſtook You in any thing, I am ſure it is hot 


wilfully; and I ſhall readily acknowledge my Error, as 
ſoon as I am inſorm'd of it. I have no more; only to 
beg of you to believe, that no one has a greater reſpect 
for you than I ; and, that no one prays God more hear- 
tily to preſerve You long a Bleſſing to theſe Parts. And 
ſo I take leave. a 


ERRATA. | 
„ Warld, read js, Ib, I. 28, f. 175 U 5%. p. * 8 
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